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The verb tenses



e Arabic has two tenses:

1. Perfect (Past tense)
2. Imperfect (Present and Future)



The present tense



* The present tense is used in two cases:

1. Act that is repeated (Il study everyday)
2. Act that is still in progress (I’'m studying)

The Simple present and the Continuous present
both are expressed in the same way in Arabic.
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You (m.p.)



Negation

* You negate a ¢ _b=as byusing ¥ directly in
front of the it, example:

oo Y llall



Let’s practice

Conjugate the verb JSI (to eat) in the & _l<as
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Notes

Regarding the verb S (1 eat): in Arabic when
you have two alifs you combine them with alif

madda ‘

The short vowels at the end of the verbs are
usually not pronounced in spoken.

You have to include = or ::if they are part of
the basic form of the verb.

In the present tense you always “add” a prefix
and sometimes a suffix.
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The past tense



* The present tense is used to indicate:

1. Act that took place in the past and was
completed also in the past.

The Simple present and the Continuous present
both are expressed in the same way in Arabic.
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* Check the next slide for clarification
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Notes

* To conjugate the verb with » inthe <k
you add 's but you don’t pronounce the /.
This alif is simply “alif ziyada” (added alif), it is
a peculiarity of the Othman script.



Negation

* You negate a = in 2 ways:

1. LP.@LA\ + la
u.u).l o J\.LJ\

1. &)LAAJ\ + ej
ooy ol lllall



Let’s practice

Conjugate the verb JS! (to eat) in the (=l
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Notes

* The =% always starts with fatHa.

* |n the present tense you only add suffixes
never prefixes.
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The future tense



e The future tense is used to indicate an action
that has not happened yet but will.



e |tis very easy to form the Jiius just
conjugate the verb in the §_l=s (present)
and add one of the following:

1. s (at the beginning)

2. —(and connect it to the beginning of the
verb)






Negation

* You negate a Jiiwe by using:
8‘)\..\4.}41\ + uj

oo O Qllall



Let’s practice

Conjugate the verb JSI (to eat) in the Jiiux






